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Solar Panels
The Mirror lake Association board has adopted the following guidelines to support the use of solar energy and to ensure uniform installation and design of solar energy systems.

In addition to conforming with all applicable codes and restrictions of the State of Michigan, Jackson County, and Liberty Township, all solar energy systems within the Mirror Lake Association must follow these guidelines.
General Solar Requirements
1. A modification request must be submitted at least thirty (30) days in advance, and all plans must be pre-approved by the MLA HOA Board Building Committee before installation. The modification request must include detailed plans for the solar system including proposed installation placement, mounting methods, number of panels, and location of all exterior system components.
2. No solar systems may be installed on any homeowner property until all permits and approvals required by law have been issued.
3. Each solar system must be maintained in good repair and working order. Any solar system damaged, destroyed, or disused must be removed or repaired within ninety (90) days after such initial damage, destruction, or disuse.
4. All Solar panels must be roof mounted – ground mounted is not permitted. (see guidelines below)
5. Solar panels smaller than one square foot in size and directly tied to lighting, cameras, or other electronics are not subject to the guidelines set forth in this document.
Required Language
(i) That the approval of an adjacent home or unit owner is not required to approve a member’s application to install a solar energy system on the member’s home or unit.
(ii) Mirror Lake Association will not do any of the following:
(A) Inquire into a member’s energy usage.
(B) Impose conditions that impair the operation of a solar energy system.
(C) Impose conditions that negatively impact any component industry standard warranty.
(D) Require post installation reporting.
(E) Require a fee for submitting an application to install a solar energy system above that which it assesses for other applications related to a change to the property.
(F) Prohibit a member from resubmitting a written application to install a solar energy system after a written application submitted after the effective date of this act was denied by the homeowners’ association.
(iii) Mirror Lake Association will not deny a member’s application to install a solar energy system because of the identity of the entity that owns the solar energy system or financing method chosen by the member.
(iv) Mirror Lake Association may deny an application to install a solar energy system or require the removal of a solar energy system if 1 or more of the following apply:
(A) A court has found that the installation of the solar energy system violates a law.
(B) The installed solar energy system does not substantially conform with the member’s application to install the solar energy system as approved by the homeowners’ association.
(C) The homeowners’ association has determined that the solar energy system will be installed on the roof of a home or unit of the member requesting installation and 1 or more of the following apply:
(I) The solar energy system will extend above or beyond the roof of that home or unit by more than 6 inches.
(II) The solar energy system does not conform to the slope of the roof and has a top edge that is not parallel to the roof line.
(III) The solar energy system has a frame, support bracket, or visible conduit or wiring that is not silver, bronze, or black tone that are commonly available in the marketplace.
(D) The homeowners’ association has determined that both of the following apply:
(I) The solar energy system will be installed in a fenced yard or patio rather than on the roof of a home or unit.
(II) The solar energy system will be taller than the fence line.
(v) That a member shall comply with state and local building codes and permit requirements in the replacement, maintenance, installation, or operation of an energy-saving improvement or modification or the installation of a solar energy system.
(vi) That both of the following apply:
(A) A member who wants to install a solar energy system in the member’s home or unit shall comply with the application requirements under section 11(1).
(B) A member may resubmit a written application to install a solar energy system in accordance with section 11(4).


Roof-Mounted Solar Guidelines
1. Preferred location of solar panels is a rear-facing, roof-mounted array.  For lake front properties, panels should be installed so as to not be seen from the lake side.
2. Roof-mounted arrays must be parallel to the plane of the roof and must not be greater than twelve (12) inches above the roof surface to which it is attached.
3. Roof-mounted arrays must not extend beyond the perimeter boundary of the roof section to which it is attached and must terminate such distance from the edge of the roof as required by any applicable building and fire codes.
4. All piping and electrical connections should be located directly under and/or within the perimeter of the panels and must be invisible from all street angles or from the lake (if applicable)
5. Any frames, support brackets, or equipment installed on the roof should be matched to the color of the roof or otherwise be black.
6. All painted surfaces must be kept in good condition and is the responsibility of the homeowner.
7. The highest point of a roof-mounted solar panel array must be lower than the ridge of the roof where it is located.
How do I get approval?
For Solar Installations, you will need approval from the MLA Building Committee as well as Liberty Township and possibly other agencies. Please see MLA website (mirrorlakemi.org) for details. 
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You MUST have an approved modification request BEFORE starting Construction!
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